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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 -24 have been examined. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A' person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

3. Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by Sun et 
al ("Sun", PVA: A Self-Adaptive Personal View Agent System). 

As per independent claim 1 , Sun discloses a system for managing a personal 
view for a user comprising: a proxy, which tracks web pages that have been accessed 
by the user and extracts a topic page from the web pages (Column 3 lines 43-54); a 
personal view constructor, which builds the personal view as a hierarchy of categories 
based on the topic page extracted by the proxy (Column 3 lines 56-58 Column 4 lines 
26-35); and a personal view maintainer, which adjusts the hierarchy according to an 
energy value of each of the categories (Column 5 lines 22-36). 

As per claim 2, which is dependent on claim 1 . Sun discloses a method wherein 
the personal view constructor builds the personal view by mapping the topic page into a 



Application/Control Number: 10/043,648 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2174 

selected category in a superset of categories and updating a corresponding category in 
the hierarchy (Column 4 lines 20-35). 

As per claim 3, which is dependent on claim 2, Sun discloses a method wherein 
the selected category has a category vector that is most similar to a keyword vector of 
the topic page (Column 4 lines 20-23). 

As per claim 4, which is dependent on claim 2, Sun discloses a method wherein 
the corresponding category is an ancestor of the selected category in the superset of 
categories if the selected category is not in the hierarchy (Column 4 lines 26-33). 

As per claim 5, which is dependent on claim 1 , Sun discloses a method wherein 
the personal view maintainer splits off a child category from a parent category in the 
hierarchy if the energy value of the parent category is above a predetermined threshold 
(Column 5 Figure 1). 

As per claim 6, which is dependent on claim 5, Sun discloses a method wherein 
the personal view maintainer chooses the child category that maximizes a gain value 
(Column 5 lines 50-60). 

As per claim 7, which is dependent on claim 1 , Sun discloses a method wherein 
the personal view maintainer periodically reduces the energy value of each of the 
categories (Column 5 lines 6 lines 60-64). 

As per claim 8, which is dependent on claim 7, Sun discloses a method wherein 
the personal view maintainer removes a child category from the hierarchy if the energy 
value of the child category is below a pre-determined threshold (Column 7 lines 15-20). 
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As per claim 9. which is dependent on claim 7, Sun discloses a method wherein 
the personal view maintainer merges information of the child category with information 
of the child category's parent in the hierarchy (Column 7 lines 15-20). 

As per claim 10, which is dependent on claim 1 , Sun discloses a method further 
comprising a personal view display to display the hierarchy of categories (Column 7 
Figure 3). 

Claims 1 1 and 21 are individually similar in scope to that of claim 1 , and are 
therefore rejected under similar rationale. 

Claims 12 and 22 are individually similar in scope to that of claim 2, and are 
therefore rejected under similar rationale. 

Claim 13 is individually similar in scope to that of claim 3, and is therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 

Claim 14 is individually similar in scope to that of claim 4, and is therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 

Claims 15 and 23 are individually similar in scope to that of claim 5, and are 
therefore rejected under similar rationale. 

Claim 16 is individually similar in scope to that of claim 6, and is therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 

Claim 17 is individually similar in scope to that of claim 7, and is therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 

Claim 18 is individually similar in scope to that of claim 8, and is therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 
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Claims 19 and 24 are individually similar in scope to that of claim 9, and are 
therefore rejected under similar rationale. 

Claim 20 is individually similar in scope to that of claim 10, and is therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

• Reiley et al discloses merging and removing nodes from a hierarchy. 

• Tamayo et al discloses a method for coupling a database and web mining 
system. 

• Mendelevitch et al discloses a classification/catergorization and ranking 
method by topics extracted. 

• Suchter discloses changes to a hierarchry by merging and splitting. 

• Amram et al discloses selecting topics from a database. 

• Zhao et al manages site by collecting transaction information and 
organizing by categories. 

• Dimitrova et al discloses a classification system. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ryan F Pitaro whose telephone number is 571-272- 
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4071 . The examiner can normally be reached on 7:00am - 4:30pm Monday through 
Thursday and on alternating Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine Kincaid can be reached on 571-272-4063. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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